Ibn Battuta with the Persians, p. 91
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Ibn Battuta visits Anatolia (Western Turkey), pp. 68-69
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Ibn Battuta visits Sultan Uzbek, pp. 76-77
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Ibn Battuta visits India, pp. 114-115
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Ibn Battuta on the Road to China, pp. 156-157
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Ibn Battuta visits the Imperial City of China, pp. 219-220
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Upon this, Balaban said to the Emperor: Lord of the world! why have
you bought all these slaves? The Emperor smiled, and said: For my
own sake, no doubt. The slave replied : Buy me then for God’s sake. I
will, said he. He then accepted of him, and placed him among the rest;
but, on account of the badness of his appearance, gave him a situation
among the cup-bearers.

Some of the astrologers, who were about the king, were daily in the
habit of saying to him: ‘‘ One of the Mamluks will one day overcome thy
son, and take the kingdom from him. To this the Emperor, on account of
the justice and excellency of his own character, paid no regard, till they
also told it to the Queen-Mother; who soon made an impression on his
mind respecting it. He accordingly summoned the astrologers before
him, and said: Pray can you tell which of the Mamliks it is, who
is to take the kingdom from my son, if you see him? They said,
we have a mark whereby we can distinguish him. The Emperor
then ordered all the Mamluks to be present; who came accordingly, sta-
tion after station, as commanded. Upon these the astrologers fixed
their eyes; but did not discover the person looked for, until* the day
began to draw towards the close. At this time the cup-bearers said
one to another, we are getting rather hungry, let us join and send some
one into the street to buy us something to eat. They did so; and Balaban,
as the most despicable, was sent to make the purchase. Balaban accord-
ingly sallied forth, but could find nothing in that street which would suit
him; he then went on into another, during which time the turn of the
cup-bearers came on to be presented. But, as Balaban was not forthcom-
ing, they took a little pitch and whatever else was necessary for their
purpose, and daubing it over a child, took him with them in the place of
Balaban ; and when his name was called over, this child was presented ;
and the business of the day was closed, without the astrologers finding their
mark upon any one; which was a providential circumstance for Balaban.
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While I was 1n a valley closely interwoven with trees, behold! a party
of cavalry, about forty in number, rushed upon me and took me prisoner,
before I was well aware of their being there. I was much afraid they
would shoot me with their arrows. I alighted from my horse, therefore,
and gave myself up as their prisoner. They then stripped me of all I had,
bound me, and took me with them for two days, intending to kill me. Of
their language I was quite ignorant : but God delivered me from them ; for
they left me, and I took my course I knew not whither. I was much
afraid they would take it into their heads to kill me; I therefore hid
myseif in a forest thickly interwoven with trees and thorns, so much so,
that a person wishing to hide himself could not be discovered. Whenever
I ventured upon the roads, I found they always led, either to one of the
- villages of the infidels, or to some ruined village. I was always, therefore,
under the necessity of returning; and thus I passed seven whole days,
during which I experienced the greatest horrors. My food was the fruit
and leaves of the mountain trees. At the end of the seventh day, however,
] got sight of a black man; whohad with him a °walking-staff shod with
iron, and a small water vessel. He saluted me, and I returned the salute.
He then said, What is your name ? I answered, Mohammed. I then asked
him his name : he replied, ? El Kalb El Karih (i. e. the wounded heart). He
then gave me some ?pulse, which he had with him, and some water to
drink. He asked me whether I would accompany him. I did so; but I
soon found myself unable to move, and I sunk on the earth. He then
carried me on his shoulders; and a8 he walked on with me, I fell asleep.
I awoke, however, about the time of dawn, and found myself at the
Emperor’s palace-gate.* A courier had already brought the news of what
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and other necessaries, or are more opposed to oppressors than they are. ' The
person who is styled ¥ the Brother is one, about whom persons of the
same occupation, or even foreign youths, who happen to be destitute, collect
and constitute their president. He then builds a cell, and in this he
puts a horse, a saddle, and whatever other implements may be wanting.
He then attends daily upon his companions, and assists them with whatever
they may happen to want. In the evening they come to him and bring all
they have got, which is sold to purchase food, fruit, &c. for the use of the
cell. Should a stranger happen to arrive in their country, they get him
among them, and with this provision they entertain him ; nor does he leave
them till he finally leaves their country. ' If, however, no traveller arrive,
then they assemble to eat up their provisions, which they do with drinking,
singing, and dancing. On the morrow, they return to their occupations,
and in the evening return again to their president. They are therefore
styled ‘‘ the Youths,” their president *‘ the Brother.”

In this city I went to the college of its Sheikh, ‘Shahab Oddin El
Hamawi; and, on the second day, one of this society came to me. He
was addressed by the Sheikh in Turkish. The Sheikh told me that this
man came to invite us to a feast. I was much astonished, and said to the
Sheikh, This is a poor man, how can he gﬁ'ord to feast us, who are many.
The Sheikh was surprised at my reply, and said: This is one of the
Brotherhood, a society consisting of two hundred silk merchants, who have
a cell of their own. 1 consented, therefore, and went to the cell, and
witnessed the astonishing attention, kindness, and liberality which they
shewed their guests. May God reward them! The Sultan of Anatolia was
JKhazir Beg Ibn Yinus the Turkomian. I was presented to him. He
was then sick. He behaved very liberally towards us, gave us provisions,
and sent money for our travelling expenses.
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